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We held our own information workshop on
Assisted Dying, providing our Executive
Committee and Board with the factual
information that was applicable to us. We will
continue to update this workshop as more
evidence and investigation within an Irish
Context becomes available.

Information Sessions

Where possible, we aim to support our

members and older persons through
information  provision and  assistance.
Workshops we have provided in the past
include topics of Ageism, Pensions,
Entilements, Budgels, Assisted Dying and
cals for a Commissioner for Ageing and Older
Persons. If you would like us to deliver an
information session to your group either in-
person or online, please contact Grace al
office@seniors.ie or 085 260 4957

Housing for Older People

In January of this year, ALONE and Threshold
presented their joint report Double Deficit to
Government, proving an astonishing 40%
increase in older persons experiencing
housing  difficulties compared to 2023
Difficulties include increasing rent costs, poor
housing conditions, notices o quit and even
homelessness. The report also concludes that
the number of older people in private rental
accommodation has almost doubled between
the 2016 and 2022 Census. Home ownership
is continuing to fall and homelessness among
older people continues to increase. This is why
we continuously urge the Govermment to
establish an Independent Commissioner for
Ageing and Older People with legal powers.
This would assist in generaling further

imint Seanirina hireann - www.seni

resources to support older persons in their
homes as well as holding Government, private
rental agencies and Landlords to account,

The report itseli makes  multiple
recommendations in how best to ensure
secure and affordable housing including the
assurance of an adequate state pension. The
report can be read in full on the ALONE
website: wuw.aloneje.

Annual Parliament Meeting

May 2024

Reminder 1o all members that our APM will be
held on Wednesday 15" of May 2024 in
Liberty Hall, Dublin.

MOTIONS:
The deadiine for member groups to submit
their motions is Thursday 18™ of April 2024.
‘These motions wil shape our plan of work for
the coming year so we advise that your
motions be as clear and concise as possible.
Once again, we strongly advise your group
only put forward a piece of work that your
grouplorganisation are wiling to lead o
significantly contribute to. It takes a
collaborative effort between our small team
‘and our members to successfully progress any
motions that are passed

DELEGATES
The deadiine for registration of all delegates
who wish to attend the APM as
representatives of their grouplorganisation is
Eriday 26" of April 2024 . A friendly reminder
that delegates can only attend if their
grouplorganisation has paid their 2024
affiation fees.
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News i Brie p

APM_Guest Speaker
We are thrilled to announce that Mr. Joe Little
will be our guest speaker at this year's event.
Joe led a very successful career as the
Religious and Social Afairs Correspondent for
RTE News. He was previously elected as staff
representative on the board of RTE and since
retired in 2019,

He now advocates for the
introduction of the Industrial
Relations Bill 2021 which
would give pensioners a
voice in any deliberations or
changes ~ to their
occupational pension. We
look forward to hearing from
Joe on the day.

For any queries in relation 1o the APM, please
contact Grace on 085 260 4957.

ANNUAL
PARLIAMENT

MEETING
2024

WHEN:  Wednesday 15 May @ 10.30am
WHERE: Liberty Hall, Dublin City Centre

Ageing and Political Apathy

Our MDO Niamh Kavanagh is conducting a
research projectas part of her Master's degree
with Trinity College Dublin, exploring reasons.
behind declining numbers of older poiitical
participants in Ireland. If you would like to take
partin a focus group either online or in person,
please get in touch with Niamh by email

nkavanai@ted.ie

Alternatively, a questionnaire can be provided
by post. Please note that all participants will
remain anonymous, in line with ethical
considerations in all reports andor future
publications. Results and insights from this
research will be available to all ISCP members
by June 2025.
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In the Spotlight: i

We are thrilled to introduce you
to one of our newest members of
the ISCP Executive Committee,
Anne Flynn: SIPTU Region 2
Retired Members Section.

Tell us a little bit about yourself.

Istarted work as a wages clork in a local
factory in 1973 and when | got married, I had to
teave my employment due to the marriage bar
in place at that time. I eturned to the
workforce in 1985 and rejoined the Irish
Transport and General Workers' Union (ITGWU)
and became a shop steward. After 10 years, |
returned to education and joined Waterford
City Councilas a clerical officer. In 1998, |
started work in SIPTU and graduated from UCD.
in 2012 with a Professional Diplomain
Employment Law. | worked in the Legal Rights.
centre of SIPTU representing individual
members at adjudication and in the Labour
Court, untit my retirement in March 2023,

What are your favourite hobbies?

IHove the outdoors. 1 go swimming and oycling.
regularly and l also love todo a bitof ey
gardening. I love to watch hurling "Up The.

'DEISE" and rugby “GO MUNSTER”. lenjoy
reading and love to spend time with my.
grandchildren.

Why did you decide to join the ISCP?
Ihave been a union member and activistall my
working life. When | was retiring John Walsh,
Who was on the ISCP Executive Committee,
asked me toget involved with SIPTU Region 2
Retired Members section. Ultimately. | went on
o replace him on the ISCP executive when he
stepped down.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
APRIL 202

Iscp

VOICE OF OLDER PEOPLE

On the Road Ag:

Itwas a great privilage for the Irsh Senior Ciizens
Parliament to be invited as a guest speaker (o the
Irish Congress of Trade Unions ‘Relired Workers
Seminar North/South” in Wexford, 20" March
2024,

Pat Mellon, the National Coordinator of the Irish
Senior Ciizens Parliament, emphasized  the
importance of older people advocaling for and
supporting the participation of older individuals in
shaping poiicies tha affect them. Part of the work
of the 1SCP s to enable older people to work
together to influence policy decision-making, to
ensure that their voice Is heard

“The timing of the discussion, following a notable
electoral outcome in the recent referendum, adds
weight to the conversalion about the need for
inclusive decision-making processes. With up to
200 affated organizalions and a combined
membership of over 500,000 individuals, the ISP
serves as a vital platform for amplifying the voices
of older people and faciltating their engagement
with policymakers.

Paricipants  at the
ety meeting
presented on the
broader  kabour-
related issues, such
as the desire among
67% of young people
for unionised
workforces and 74%
widespread _support

for collective
bargaining  among
workers. This
underscores the

importance of unity and collecive action in
addressing labour concerns.

‘The engagement with the Northen lreland Public
Service Allance (NIPSA), which represents a
substantial membership of over 40,000, highiights
the potentialfor collaboration and collective efforts

efforts in advocating for the rights and interests of
older people and workers more broadly. Such
partnerships can sirengthen advocacy nitatives
and contribute to posiive outcomes for older
individuals and workers alike.

Pensions Bill Update

We are stil pursuing the Industrial Relations
Bill to have the rights of retired workers
relating to the pension plan addressed. We
have the full support of the opposition parties
and the tacit agreement from ICTU not to
oppose it However, the current
Government is not willing to support his Bill
as it may interfere with the Industrial
Relations system already in place. While
they acknowledge this is unfair to retired
workers, they have not proposed any
atenative  that  will  address  the
discrimination and inequalty that older
retired workers face.

While we remain atthis position, older retired
‘workers continue to lose out on their income
on a weekly basis, many of whom can il
afford this. We have an active plan in place
to continue collaborating  with other
organisations to see this Bill continue to the
next Stage of the Dail
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News n Brief page 2

Intergenerational Week 2024

WHEN: 24 - 30 April
WHERE: Al over the World!

Global Infergenerational Week'
24-30 April 2024

HGIW24.

“During this week, we celebrate the power of
intergenerational relationships. The campaign
seeks to highlight the amazing outcomes that
are achieved, when people of all ages come
together to form vital and lasting connections.”
— Generations Working Together.

Check out your local community centre, library
or youth club to see if there are any
intergenerational events or activities in your
area.  You  can  also  vist
‘wwnw.generationsworkingtogetherorg o get
Some Ideas on how you can host your own
multigenerational event or (o witness some of
the festiviies that will be happening globally.

The ISCP team and Executive Committee
have invited some secondary school students
tojoin us at our Apri Executive Meeting to give
students the opportunity to learn about how a
meeting s conducted and recorded, and more
importantly, to leam about the prominent
issues affecting older adults. We look forward
to gathering multi-generations together to
laugh and learn.

Budget 2025

We have rolled out our two budget surveys o
gather evidence of the realities and lived
experience of older persons in Ireland. We
have _redeveloped our annual Budget
Questionnaire and also itroduced a second
uestionnaire with a sole focus on Health
Each questionnaire is pivolal in shaping our
asks of Government for 2025. Our second
Health Questionnaire wil solely determine our

pre-budget submission o the Department of
Health. We cannot stress the importance of
hearing_directly from our members and as
many older persons as possible so we can
continue to advocate for YOUR rights and
YOUR needs.

We have sent some paper copies to members
but also invite everyone to participate oniine if
preferred. Both surveys can be found on our
website v seniors o

Please feel free to share the surveys with
friends and family as we wish to advocate for
ALL older persons, not just our members.

‘The annual pre-budget survey can be
accessed online at:

www tinyurl.com/ISCPSurvey

‘The health pre-budget survey can be
accessed online at
www tinyurl.con/ISCPHealthSurv

Budget Workshop:

As mentioned in out last newsletter, local and
European elections are fast approaching. We
suggested that you inspire your local
poliicians to include realistic and meaningful
‘commitments in their manifesto ahead of these
elections. We plan to discuss this further in a
series of Budget workshops that we are
holding in May. We can deliberate how we can
make a real impact on Budget 2025 and how
best to approach our local politicians. We
encourage everyone 1o be as involved as
possible.

We plan to visit Dublin and the North West of
Irefand but fyour group would ke us o deliver
2 budget workshop for your group, please get
in touch with Niamh at
doveloomeni@seniors o and we will ty our
best {0 accommodate you.

Assisted Dying Act

Latest News; The Joint Committee on Assisted
Dying has concluded its investigations and
deliberations as of 27" March 2024. The
Committee have released a final report
including 38 recommendations which can be
viewed at www oireachtasie
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