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within the next 6 months to urge all parties to
commit to introduce an Independent
Commissioner for Ageing and Older peaple to
cover the broad spectrum of needs,
challenges and rights of older people and to
relaunch the National Positive Ageing

Strategy, first published in 2013.

The Aliance briefed TDs to highight key
issues faced by this cohort and call for the
introduction of a new public ofioe with
statutory powers that can manage the brief
across a range of relevant Government
departments.

Similar offices have been successfully
operating in Norther Ireland and Wales, and
Age Aliance members believe that this model
would be a key asset for Government,
helping departments and agencies to
integrate ageing issues into all relevant policy
fields. UK examples were estabiished with
relatively modest budget of between
STGE1.1m and £1.5m annually, and the Age
Alliance says that the benefits of such an
office wilfar outweigh budget cost to the
exchequer.

Current policy responsibilty for older people
is held by the Department of Health. The Age
Alliance members used the briefing session
o highlight the issues which could be more
effectively addressed through a single body
operating across a range of departments.
The issues include:

- Ireland's growing older population projected
4 million people aged over the age of 65 by
2030,

- Ageist stereotypes and the harmful social
and health effects associated with ageism.

- Inequalites faced by older people. Relating
o financial security and poverty, housing,
health and mental health risk and care
provision, isolation and loneliness, and care
inthe home.

- Digital exclusion caused by lack of
confidence and skils to access the intemet or
engage in digitl activity.

- Two-thirds of adults aged over 65 are not
currently meeting national physical activity
guidelines, that number rises to 82% over the
age of 75.

‘The National Positive Ageing Strategy was
produced in 2013, showcasing the
‘Govemment's agenda to improve the lives of
older people in Ireland. Age Alliance
highlights that, 11 years later there is stil no
implementation plan and no ring-fenced
budget applied to this Strategy.

Hustings Event near You

ELECTION

Your Vote = Your Voice
General Election
While we stll await the date of the General
Election, one thing is certain and that Is that
in6 months we wil have a new Govemment,
‘The Irish Senior Cizens Parfiament as an
independent representative group and as part
of the age alliance has been busy working
and meeting politcians and partes to push
for our 5 asks.
Remember Your Vote is Your Voice and by
voting you can hold poiticians accountabl
AARE YOU HAPPY WITH THE BUDGET
Have your say AND MEET YOUR
POLITICIANS
Monday 14% 10.00 -1.00
Multyfarnham Community Hall
Mutyfarham,  Co Westmeath

Other dates and locations currently being
arranged. Details wil be circulated by e-mail
and on our Website www.seniors.je
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ASKS FOR

In The Spotlight A

‘SENERAL
ELECTION 1am filed with
Ty ——. & mixture of
oKy and s perears excitement and
Pension Reform nostaigia as |
R Meome hit pause on
this chapter
Agein, with the ISCP.
it Digaiey, within che hame. o finally
complete my

Energy Guarantee

Abolish Mandatory

ISCP Fundraising Raffle 2024

The ISCP 2024 Raffle is on 22° October.
FINAL Call for tickets to be returned
by Thursday 17*" October 2024.
The ISCP Raffle is the ONLY fund raising
event for 2024 and Member's support is
crucial for its success.

The ISCP DEPENDS on the Support of
YOU the member.

Donaghmede
Shopping Centre 27
28" Soptember
Sales day  organised
by B. Byme.

Bemard is a loyal and
dedicated volunteer
fund raiser for the
ISCP over many
years, his support is
| valued and much
appreciated.

Organised Sales date
imerick

Parkway Shopping Centre 4" & 5% Oct,

Crescent Shopping Centre 17 & 18 Oct.

Dublin

Omni Shopping Centre Santry 117 Oct.

master's degree in Social Policy.

I want to express my heartfelt gratitude to
each of you. The support, collaboration, and
shared experiences we've had has shaped
my Jourey in ways | will always cherish.
Together, we've tackled challenges,
celebrated successes, and created memories
that il stay with me forever.

Pursuing a master's in social policy has been
 dream of mine for some time. | believe
deeply in the power of informed policies o
create positive change in our communities.
“This next step is not just an academic pursut;
it's a commitment to understanding the
complexites of our society and working
towards solutions that promote equiy and
Justice.

While | am eager to embrace this new
opportunity, | will carry the lessons I've
learned here with me. Your insights,
encouragement, and camaraderie have
inspired me to push boundaries and think
critically about the issues we face. | hope to
apply what I've leamed from all of you as |
engage with new ideas and perspectives.

‘Though | may be leaving physically, | will
remain connected to you all. | look forward to
sharing my experiences and hopefully
collaborating on future initiatives that drive
meaningful change. Thank you once again for
your support, friendship, and encouragement.

Hiamb Kavanagh
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NEWS IN BRIEF
OCTOBER 2024

Iscp

VOICE OF OLDER PEOPLE

ISCP Review of Budget 2025

BROKEN PROMISES AGAIN

‘There is a history of successive Governments
‘promising' to deliver an Ireland that values
older people

......Ireland will be a society for all
ages.. Itwill be a society in which the
equalty, independence, participation, care,
seltulfiment and dignity of older people are
pursued at all times. (National Positive
Ageing Strategy 2013.)

This strategy commits to:

Objective 3.1 Provide income and other
supports to enable people as they age to
enjoy an acceptable standard of iving.

This strategy was never implemented in full
and is rarely referenced now.

Later still this current Government under the.
Road Map for Social Inclusion agreed to:

To protect the incomes of older people
through the delivery of the commitment to
benchmark State pension payments A major
concer of older people, reflected in the
consultation process for this Roadmap, s the
secunty and value of State pension

payments.

‘The Government in its Road Map
acknowledged:  Recipients of social
welfare payments, particularly those
dependent upon longer-term payments (such
as the State pension), cannot plan or budget
with confidence over the medium to long-term

‘The Road Map also acknowledged

“In setting the rate of State pension, Ireland is
currently atypical compared to other EU
countres in its approach to applying
discretionary increases through poltical
decisions in the annual budgetary

Process.........The Government believes a
regime of automatic indexation would
introduce greater long-term certainty for our
retirees.

The timeline set out for this was as follows:

The Department of Employment Affairs and
Social Protection is continuing, with the
Department of Public Expenditure and
Reform, to explore this smoothed eamings
option and has been tasked with bringing
forward a proposa for consideration by
Government with an approach being
finalised in Q1 2020.

‘Aoply the benchmarkin adusting Pension
chenges for Budgel 2021, DEASP: DPER 24
42020

Timeline Subject to Government decision.
dovelop and prepare any necessary changes
to legislation to give effect o & benchmerking
approach. 23 DEASP Q1 2020

We here in the ISCP are not at al surprised
by the frustration, upset and downright
hopelessness so many pensioners feel at
yesterday's Budget. The reality of the impact
of €12 in supporting those dependent on the
state pension to survive, let alone live
adequatsly on this is a joke. Our colleague
Nat O Connor from Age Action ‘relieved (o see.
that the state pension has gone up more than just
a fver. However, a €12 per woek increase does
ot replace all thelost spending power since
2020. The core rate of the pension would noed to
be increased by a further €19, on top of the €12,
o have the same spending power it had in 2020."
This was before we looked at the increase in
petrol and diesel; a rise of around 2.1 cent
per ltre of petrol and 2.5 cent to a ltre of
diesel. It is worth noting that 50-60% of the
amount we pay at the pumps is tax. For many
older people living in rural Ireland, managing
without a car is an imposs
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‘Speaking after the Budget, ISCP National
Coordinator Pat Mellon said: "We are
troubled at the lack of concen the
Government has for the impact of the €12
increase. They, more than anyone, are aware
of the need to link the pension to 34% of
average wage if older people are fo stay out
of poverty. It also allows older people plan for
their heavier outgoings like car tax and
insurance, house repairs and maintenance”.

We know from our members that trying to
save on the current state pension is
impossible. Patricia, a member from Artane
explained how she tried to save for the
Christmas but has found it impossible. * want
to give my grandkids a small present for
Christmas and their birthdays but | find myself
ot being able to anymore. | can do one or
the othor

‘The unwillngness to implement linking the
state pension like most other Eurozone
countries was a missed opportunity. This
country is awash with money and it was well
within the remit of the Govemment to do this
even over a phased basis, but they choose.
not to do 0. Shame on them!

PLEASE LET YOUR POLITICIANS KNOW HOW
YOU FEEL WHEN THEY COME TO ASK FOR
'YOUR VOTE IN THE GENERAL ELECTION

Home Care Coalition
On the 67 of Septomoer 2024 the Home Caro.
Coaltion launched its Pre Budget-Submission
and General Election ask outside the Dept of
health

The Home Care Coalition called for Budget

2025 to deliver a sustainable home support
service which provides qualiy care to service
users, and pay parity among home care
‘workers, ahead of the introduction of the
statutory scheme.

There are several strands to the requirement

for funding increases in Budget 2025 to the
home support service which wil bring
significant resource implications (o service
providers from the new regulations:

«To deliver additional hours of support n line
with the health and soclal care needs of the
growing population of older people and
people with disabiliies including changing
needs over time.

« To provide a fair rate of pay for home care
workers, including remuneration for time.
spent travelling between service-users'
homes, to enable recruitment and retention.

« To standardise rates of pay and benefits
across HSE and Section 39 funded home
care workers (in line with TASC
recommendations) to ensure the viability
and sustainability of the not-for-profit
providers.

« Toincrease operational funding to fully
deliver on the recommendations of the
Strategic Workforce Advisory Group,
including (for example): A national
‘campaign to raise the profile and promote
the training opportunities avalable for a
career as a Health Care Assistants and
Home Support Workers. European level
recruitment events. Development of a
medium-term (3-5 year) recruitment plan to
give further effect to the recommendation on
Increasing direct provision of home suppor.
ICT solutions to be implemented to improve
the efficiency of provision.

The Caalition consists of 25 charities and not-
for-profit organisations including the Irsh Senior
Citizens Parliament seeking increased
investment of €327m to enable the provision of
viable sustainable Home Support Services.

Age Alliance Call on TDs for
Independent Commissioner for

Ageing and Older Peoples

The Alliance of Age Sector NGOs Call for the
Introduction of Independent Commissioner for
Ageing & Older People

Onthe 18th September 2024 the Aliance of
Age Sector NGOs (Age Alliance), comprising
the Irish Senior Citizens Pariament and six
other leading Irsh organisations met with
TD's ahead of a general election to be hekd
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